DARREN PAFFEY
Our public services have shaped
who I am today. I grew up in foster
care until I was adopted at 11 years
old, I was inspired by teachers in my
state school, and I was the first in
my family to go to university. My
earliest political memory was seeing
the families of striking miners
queueing for food parcels where I
grew up in Tyneside. That memory,
and my other life experiences
taught me first-hand that a
government can make or break communities, families, and individuals. It
also taught me that trade unions are vital parts of our communities, and
it’s why I’m proud to be a member of UCU.
I came to Southampton in 2000 to study and now I teach at the University.
Southampton Itchen is my home constituency: it’s where my wife and I
made our home, where our two children were born, and it’s where they
now go to our local school.
I was elected a Councillor in 2011 and I’ve worked hard to speak up for
people I meet on the doorstep, and to make our communities even better
places to live, learn, and work. I’ve helped secure better housing for
residents, campaigned for a much-needed new play area on Freemantle
Common and initiated the Southampton Fairness Commission.
As Cabinet Member for Education, I’ve lobbied together with
headteachers, staff, trade unions, governors and families against school
funding cuts. I’ve also challenged schools to provide the highest
standards for students, and I’m proud that we have three of the most
improved schools in Hampshire.
Yet this city still has significant levels of poverty, which will only get worse
the longer we have a Tory government. We need to campaign across
Itchen to win this seat back. We must show residents that we’re on their
side and that a Labour government will protect the NHS they value,
properly fund their children’s schools and negotiate a Brexit deal that
puts jobs and people first, and protects working people from here and
from the EU.
I was proud to stand for parliament in 2015 and again in 2017, and as
your nominated candidate for Southampton Itchen, I wouldn’t stand by
and let the Tories pull up the ladder of opportunities that I, and so many
others, have benefited from.
I hope I can count on your support.

POLITICS
Parliamentary Candidate
Romsey & Southampton North, 2015, 2017
Cabinet Member for Education & Skills
Southampton City Council, 2016-present
Southampton City Councillor
Bargate ward, 2016-present
Peartree ward, 2011-2015
Vice-Chair,
Southampton Fairness Commission
2013-2015

TRADE UNION

Member of UCU, 2007-present

EMPLOYMENT

Lecturer in Spanish and Linguistics
University of Southampton, 2007-present
Teaching Assistant
University of Southampton, 2004-2007
Administrative Assistant
Basingstoke Community Churches, 1997-99
Administration, Marketing and Telesales
Sub-Contract UK/Insight Marketing
1996-1997

EDUCATION
PhD in Modern Languages
University of Southampton, 2008
BA French & Spanish Linguistics (1st Class)
University of Southampton, 2004
A-levels
Queen Mary’s Sixth-Form College, Basingstoke
1994-96
GCSEs
Bishop Challoner School, Basingstoke
1989-94
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